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President’s Message
I missed seeing everyone at the February HCMG meeting,
but as we all should practice, family must come first. I
appreciate everyone’s thoughts and prayers, they were
answered. Everyone seems to be on the upswing now. A
great big THANK YOU to THERESA MATHIESON for stepping in during my absence, it is so wonderful to have the
support of such great people as Theresa.
One of the most enjoyable duties of being president is recognizing the accomplishments
of our members, and I really missed being there to present the 20 year recognition to
Barb Zupan and Rhonda Legan. As I mentioned to them, the tendency is to express congratulations, but it is much more appropriate to say Thank You. Thank you for all the
contributions and dedication. So THANK YOU BARB!! THANK YOU RHONDA!!
Gardening for All Ages is just a little over a month away, so it’s time to really start getting
excited. Kim & Steve Somermeyer, as well as the area Chairs have been working hard,
planning and preparations are well underway. 2019 is promising to be a great show, if
you haven’t already committed to a GFAA activity, please consider signing up to volunteer. GFAA is a major event and only succeeds with the support of everyone. Sure it’s
hard work, but It’s fun, is a great opportunity to work beside and get to know your fellow
Master Gardeners, and earns volunteer hours at the same time. GFAA volunteer signups
will be done through the Purdue Master Gardener Management System this year, an
email will come out notifying you when the signup opportunities are available. By all
means, make sure your calendar is marked for GFAA April 13th, and set up on 12th. And
spread the word to friends and neighbors – April 13th!
A couple reminders: Please make sure you have electronically signed the Purdue Volunteer Agreement; the agreement must be signed before you volunteer. If you have not
signed the annual agreement, a pink box will show up when you sign into MG Manager,
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simply follow the directions. And for those who are volunteering for the Children’s booth at GFAA, please make sure you are
current with the “Working with Minors” certification. I recommend everyone complete the certification, but especially those
planning to work the Children’s booth. Both the Annual Agreement and Working with Minor certification are quick and relatively painless.
GFAA is not the only activity we are working on. Colletta is working hard to organize and get the word out about our newly
formed Speakers Bureau. Please help Colletta get the word out to local organizations, and if you are interested in participating,
please let her know. Cathy Frederick is working on the May Plant Sale and Auction which will be held on May 21 st. It’s not too
early to start thinking about what plants you may be able to dig and donate to the auction. The Demonstration Garden Committee has met a couple of times and is making plans for spring. Watch your email for volunteer opportunities in the Demo
Garden. We are hoping to have the Education Center up and running around April 1st. If you are interested in getting on the
volunteer list for the Ed Center, contact Sara Fenton, Vicki Coleman or myself. Those are just a few of the volunteer opportunities; keep an eye on your email for others. You can also watch the Volunteer section of MG Manager which is where many of
the signups will be available.
Also, our Historian, Colletta Kosiba, is working on collecting our Hendricks County Master Gardener history. If you have any
historical items, newspaper articles, older newsletters, or anything else that may be of interest, please let Colletta know.
Our next HCMG meeting is March 19th, which happens to be the last full day of winter, so we will have reason to celebrate. I
hope to see everyone then.

Steve Pearl, President

Sneak Peeks
Put on your toe-tappin shoes and join us for a delightful evening of Celtic Music and Gardens!
From fast, high-energy jigs and reels to captivating airs and
songs, Emily Ann Thompson’s performance is energetic and
passionate. She performs traditional Irish, Scottish, and Canadian fiddle tunes, sings in English and Irish Gaelic, and clogs while
fiddling. Emily Ann’s husband, Kelly, joins her on guitar, percussion, and vocals. Emily’s brilliant fiddling with foot percussion,
and her sweet, lilting voice combined with Kelly’s driving rhythmic guitar and rich, unabashed vocals create a diverse and
powerful combination.
Karen Smith and Theresa Mathieson will also present short
tours of Irish (Karen) and Scottish (Theresa) gardens.

Dates to Remember:
March 19, 2019 - 6:30 social, 7:00
Regular monthly meeting
April 12, 2019 - Set up for Gardening for All Ages
April 13, 2019 - 9:00 to 4:00
Gardening for All Ages

September 27, 2019 - Set up for Adventures in Gardening
September 28, 2019 - Adventures in Gardening
December 10, 2019 - HCMG Winter Dinner and Awards

May 21, 2019 - HCMG Plant Auction and Sale
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Sign Up to Volunteer Using the Master Gardener Manager System
1.
After you sign on to the MG Manager System, you can access volunteer opportunities by clicking either Calendar or Volunteer Ops near the top of the page:

(You can also use the Calendar and Volunteer buttons on the lower right area of this screen.) You will see details
about projects and available opportunities to volunteer.

If some slots are filled you will see the “Slot Filled” message. If there are open positions you will see a “Sign Up”
button for each opening.
2.
To sign up for that opportunity, click Sign Up.
You will see a confirmation of your assignment:
You will also receive an email confirmation with the
details of your event included.

3.
If, for some reason, you need to cancel your sign up, return to the event through the Calendar or Volunteer
Ops menu. You will see your name in the list of volunteers. To cancel just click Cancel Your Slot.
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Master Gardener Speakers Bureau
To Schedule a speaker please contact the Purdue Extension
Office at 317-745-9260 or hendrces@purdue.edu
PP=PowerPoint

NPP= No PowerPoint
New Roses for Today’s Gardens
Cottage Gardens

Vegetables
Chickens
Entomology
Canning

NPP
NPP
NPP
NPP

PP
PP

Teresa Byington

Kelly Allen

Raised & Container Gardening
Vertical Gardening

PP
PP

Richard H. Meier (Dick)

Pruning Basics- Shrubs, Ornamentals
NPP
Raingardens - How to Planting, Etc.
NPP
Butterfly Gardens - Why, What to Plant
Edible Landscaping
(Shrubs, Trees, Veggies, Herbs)
NPP
Nancy Rice

Growing and Breeding Zinnias
Collecting, Saving,
and Germinating Seeds
Creating Pollinator-Friendly Gardens

PP

PP
PP

Jackie Rosales

A Journey from Drab to Fab
PP
Garden Design (The First Step)
PP
Gardening Basics
PP
“I Have Worms”
PP/NPP
(How to make a worm composting system)
Becky Troutman
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More Speakers’ Bureau presentations
continued on the next page.

Colletta prefers to use other speakers as 1st choice if possible. She is available to do presentations
and will design a program to fit a special request.

Colletta Kosiba

PowerPoint available for each of the following:
Great Landscaping Ideas: Adding Style & Fun to Your Outdoor Space
Best Annual Flowers
Bulbs, Corms and Rhizomes - The Underground Story
Butterfly garden: Great Tips to Attracting Butterflies
Container Gardening: You Can Create a Great Looking Container
Edible Flowers: Brighten Your Meals
Easy Perennials: Spring, Summer & Fall... Flowers and Shrubs
Garden Tips from Mom: Recycle, Feed Soil, Raised Beds, Mulch, Pruning
Great Plants for the Shady Areas: Easy Care Plants; Ferns-Flowers-Ground Cover
Fall Flowers: Annuals and Perennials That Bloom In Autumn.
Spring: Indiana Native Plants-- Flowers of Our Woodlands
Summer Wildflowers: Indiana Native Prairie Plants
Using Native Plants in the Home Garden: Hardy Indiana Natives for Landscaping
Summer Bulbs: So Many to Choose From
The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly: Insects in the Garden
The Winter Garden: Looking at Structures and Plants in the Winter Garden
“Growing up”: Vertical Gardening - Vines and Structures
What is Happening Down Under? - Fall Bulb Planting for Spring Color
Why Doesn’t My Hydrangea Bloom?
Great Indoor Plants 101
Vegetable Gardening
Great Garden Plants….Did You Know They Are Poisonous?
No PowerPoint for the following:
“Choose Your Weapon": Garden Tools Every Gardener Should Know
With the proper tools, work is quick and painless to your anatomy.
“Putting Your Garden to Bed For The Winter”: Fall Chores
Gardening in 1816: Go Back in Time Raising Foods, Herbs for Flavorings and Medicines
for the Family.

Other Coming Events
3/20/19 “Summer Bulbs”6:30 Brownsburg Library Brownsburg 450 S Jefferson Brownsburg IN
-852-3167 Colletta Kosiba MG
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03/30/19 “Easy Perennials”at Spring Garden Clinic St Lukes church at west 86th street & Meridian in
Indianapolis Colletta Kosiba
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From the February meeting...
Colletta Kosiba gave a presentation
on preparing and giving speeches.
See more about our Speakers’ Bureau in this newsletter.

ANR Educator Jeff Pell, VP Theresa Mathieson, and MGs Barb Zupan and
Rhonda Legan. Barb and Rhonda were recognized for 20 years of distinguished service in the Master Gardener program. Jeff made the presentation of certificates.

Master Gardener Plant Sale and Auction
May 21, 2019
Hendricks County Fairgrounds Expo Hall
Doors open at 6 pm for shopping followed by the auction at 7 pm. We typically introduce our scholarship winner at this event and have a very brief business meeting prior to the auction. We will start accepting donations at 3:30 pm until 5:45 pm.

Just a reminder that all healthy plants need to be labeled – please provide common name, scientific
name and cultivar (if known). Growing conditions, bloom time and plant size are also helpful. Customers also appreciate pictures, if available. We would like a wide variety of plants so please no more than
4-5 pots of the same plant. If you have a rare plant to donate, please let the volunteers know the day of
the sale. We might want to include that special plant in the auction. We also accept garden goods such
as pots, decor items, etc for the auction.
Beginning in April, Cathy and Barb will need flat cardboard trays for plant transport. Flyers will be provided at the April meeting for distribution at your workplace, local businesses or your church. Plant labels / extra pots will also be brought to the April meeting for anyone needing those supplies.

Since the sale/auction is open to the public, we can always use more refreshments. Ann Selvy will have
a signup sheet for this May event.

If you are interested in a plant dig at your home, please contact Cathy Frederick.
6

7

